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COASTAL RESTORATION IN LOUISIANA 

Timeline of Major Milestones: Legislation, Reports and Programs  

1971-2009 
Prepared by Tanner A. Johnson – Office of U.S. Senator Mary L. Landrieu 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

1971 Act 35 of the 1971 Louisiana Legislature established the Louisiana 

(McKeithen) Advisory Commission on Coastal and Marine Resources 

 Purpose of commission is to determine the needs and problems of 

coastal and marine resources.  

 The commission published three major reports: Louisiana 

Government and the Coastal Zone— 1972; Wetlands ‗73: Toward 

Coastal Zone Management in Louisiana; and Louisiana Wetland 

Prospectus in 1973. 

 

1972  Congress passes the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) 

(Edwards) Public Law 92-532, 16 U.S.C. 1451-1464 

 First national declaration of federal policy on coastal areas 

 Intended to encourage states to adopted policies for the protection 

of natural resources in coastal areas through adoption of State 

CZM Plan 

 Small grant funding available to participating states with approved 

CZM plans 

 

1973 Environmental Atlas and Multi-Use Management Plan for South-Central 

Louisiana Report completed 

 Hydrologic and Geologic Studies of Coastal Louisiana is an 18-

report series completed between 1970 and 1973 

 Results reported include: (l) first measurements and identification 

of the coastal land loss problem; (2) identification of ecosystem 

components and processes; (3) evaluation of causes of loss and 

deterioration; (4) recommendations for size and location of 

freshwater diversions and subdeltas; and (5) development of 

multiple use planning approach. 

   

1978  Louisiana Legislature passes the State and Local Coastal Resources  

  Management Act of 1978 (Act 361, La. R.S. 49:214.21 et seq.) 

 State responds to federal legislation (CZMA) requirement to adopt 

state and local coastal plan  

 The Act establishes the first state policy on coastal activities in 

Louisiana and set the state‘s coastal zone boundaries 

 

1980  Federal authorities at NOAA approves Louisiana Coastal Resources  

  Program which serves as state Coastal Zone Management Plan   

  (CZMA)     
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1981 Act 41 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 1981 of the Louisiana 

(Treen) Legislature (made obsolete by Act 6 of 1989) 

 created a one-time $35 million fund for conducting applied 

research and physical projects to address coastal restoration 

 The Act also resulted in the formation of the Coastal Protection 

Task Force which recommended five projects and a study in a 

report to Governor Treen in 1982, and a Coastal Master Plan that 

focused on barrier islands and shorelines  

 

1989  Louisiana Legislature adopts Act 6 of the Louisiana Second  

(Roemer) Extraordinary Legislative Session of 1989, the Louisiana Coastal  

  Wetlands Conservation, Restoration, and Management Act. 

 Act establishes the Governor‘s Office of Coastal Activities, the 

State Wetlands Authority, and the Coastal Wetlands Trust Fund 

utilizing state oil and gas revenues 

 

1990  Congress adopts the Coastal Wetlands Planning Preservation and  

  Restoration Act or Breaux Act (CWPPRA), November, 1990. 

   US Code Title 16, Chapter 59A, §3952-§3956, 2004) 

 Established federal task force for the prioritization, planning and 

implementation of small scale coastal restoration projects 

 Provided dedicated funding for CWPPRA via the transfer of small 

engine fuel taxes from the Highway Trust Fund to the Sport Fish 

Restoration Account 

 The annual funding averages around $45 million for coastal 

restoration projects and cannot exceed $70 million. 

 

1993  The CWPPRA Task Force publishes the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands  

(Edwards) Restoration Plan, November 1993.  

 As required by the Breaux Act, the CWPRRA Task Force 

publishes report within 3 years that 

 The Restoration Plan called for changes in existing management of 

the lower Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers to greatly increase 

sediment and freshwater input into coastal estuaries  

 With the stated goal of returning natural process to the ecosystem, 

the plan specifically includes such concepts as: (1) a phased 

abandonment of the existing "bird's foot" delta in favor of a new 

delta in the shallow waters of an adjacent estuary, possibly Breton 

Sound, (2) multiple diversions into the Barataria Basin, (3) 

reactivation of old distributary channels, and (4) seasonal increases 

in flow down the Atchafalaya River. Additionally, several large 

projects are identified to reverse hydrologic modifications by (5) 

rebuilding barrier island chains and (6) controlling tidal flows 

through large navigation channels.  

 

http://www.crcl.org/stateandfederalplans/cwppra.html
http://www.crcl.org/stateandfederalplans/cwppra.html
http://www.crcl.org/stateandfederalplans/cwppra.html
http://straylight.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode16/usc_sup_01_16_10_59A.html
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1994 The Louisiana Governor‘s Office of Coastal Activities publishes an 

Environmental-Economic Blueprint for Restoring the Louisiana Coastal 

Zone. Len Bahr, August 1994. 

 

1995 The Louisiana Governor‘s Office of Coastal Activities publishes a White 

Paper: The State of Louisiana Policy for Coastal Restoration Activities. 

Ivor Van Heerden, April 24, 1995.  

 

1998 The Louisiana State Wetlands Authority and CWPRRA Task Force 

(Foster)  publish Coast 2050 Plan: Toward a Sustainable Coastal Louisiana 

 Coast-wide strategies for the short term and long term 

sustainability for coastal restoration  

 Lays the foundation for LCA Authorization in Congress  

 

2001  Louisiana Governor Mike Foster forms the Committee on the Future of  

  Coastal Louisiana led by R. King Milling, September 2001. 

 

2001  Congress passes the first Coastal Impact Assistance Program,   

  December 2001 

 Program grew out of Senator Landrieu‘s CARA Bill   

 Grant program administered by the U.S. Department of 

Commerce, NOAA 

 $145 million nationally, and Louisiana received 25%  

 

2002  Committee on the Future of Coastal Louisiana Report Issued,   

  February 2002 

 The report made 7 key recommendations to the Louisiana 

Governor and legislature. 

 The primary result of the report was the expansion of state 

wetlands law and policy, the creation of the Governor‘s Advisory 

Commission on Coastal Restoration and Conservation, and the 

creation of the America‘s WETLAND Campaign and Foundation,  

  

2004  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completes the Louisiana   

(Blanco) Comprehensive Area - Ecosystem Restoration Study (LCA),   

  November, 2004 

 

2005  Congress passes the second Coastal Impact Assistance Program 

  Energy Policy Act of 2005 signed into law on August 8, 2005  

 MMS managed program  

 $1 Billion 4 years, $500 million to Louisiana 

 Louisiana first to have plan approved by MMS 

 Projects are underway 

 

2005  Hurricanes Katrina and Rita ravage the Louisiana coast, killing over  

  1,500 people and destroying over 200 square miles of wetlands.    



Coastal Restoration in Louisiana: Major Milestones, 1971-2009 

Page 4 of 5 

 

  Hurricane Katrina made landfall August 29, 2005 and Rita made landfall  

  on September 24, 2005. 

 

2005  Congress directs the Corps to produce a comprehensive hurricane   

  protection study for coastal Louisiana at full  Federal expense, referred to  

  as the LACPR or ―Category 5 Study‖, December 30, 2005. 

 The Corps is directed to conduct a comprehensive hurricane 

protection analysis and design at full federal expense to develop 

and present a full range of flood control, coastal restoration, and 

hurricane protection measures exclusive of normal policy 

considerations for South Louisiana 

 The Corps was directed to submit to Congress a preliminary 

technical report for comprehensive Category 5 protection within 6 

months of enactment and a final technical report for Category 5 

protection within 24 months of enactment 

 After 3 years, 9 months and 24 days and at an expense of nearly 

$23 million– the Corp has not submitted the Final Technical 

Report (though it is expected by the end of this calendar year) 

 

2006  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers transmits the LACPR Preliminary  

  Technical Report submitted to Congress, July 2006  

 

2006 Congress passes the Domenici-Landrieu Revenue Sharing Bill / The 

Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act signed into law on December 20, 

2006 

 The 4 Gulf Coast producing states will receive 37.5% of the qualified 
revenues issuing from the Gulf of Mexico, beginning with the March 
lease sale in 2008 

 Of that amount, Louisiana is likely to receive approximately 36% of 
the revenues deriving from the newly-opened areas, and 
approximately 54% of the revenues deriving from previously opened 
areas in 2017 

 High and Low Range Estimates of Anticipated Revenues for 
Louisiana 

 2010 – 2016 Between $5million and $22 million annually 

 2017 – 2055 Between $200 million and $900 million annually 

 2056 – beyond Between $1.9 billion and $5billion annually 

 

2006   Louisiana Legislature passes Act 8 and State Constitutional Amendment  

  (Act 69) enacted by State of Louisiana; State-wide vote approving   

  Constitutional Amendment 

 Act 8 establishes the Coastal Protection and Restoration authority, 

expanding the existing State Wetlands Authority to include 

hurricane protection 

 The Act mandates that the newly formed CPRA submit a 

Comprehensive Master Plan integrating coastal protection and 
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restoration; This marks a significant shift in state law, policy, 

planning and governmental organization 

 Act 69 proposes a Constitutional Amendment to dedicate any and 

all offshore oil and gas revenues shared with the State of Louisiana 

 The Constitutional Amendment is adopted in a statewide election 

with over 88% of voters in favor of the measure. 

 

2007  Congress passes the Water Resource Development Act authorizes  

  the Louisiana Comprehensive Area (LCA) - Ecosystem    

  Restoration Study near term plan. 

 Authorizes first comprehensive federal effort to restore and protect 

coastal Louisiana - $1,996,500,000 authorization. 

 Program primarily comprised of 15 near term coastal restoration 

projects, a science and technology program, and a mandate for the 

beneficial use of dredge material 

 Status update as of October 2009: see attached. 

 

2007  Louisiana Legislature approves the Integrated Ecosystem Restoration and  

  Hurricane Protection: Louisiana’s Comprehensive Master Plan for a  

  Sustainable Coast, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of  

  Louisiana, April 2007 

 After just 18 months of development, the newly created CPRA 

submits to the legislature Louisiana‘s first comprehensive coastal 

plan to integrate hurricane protection and coastal restoration 

measures 

 The State Master Plan builds on previous coastal planning work by 

identifying restoration and protection projects and strategies in 

coastal; and lays out a conceptual framework for the 

implementation of a large scale, long term program 

 Plan is unanimously adopted by the Legislature and lays the 

foundation for subsequent annual plans 

 The Master Plan is used as a basis for the Corps‘ LACPR Report  

 

2009  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers transmits the LACPR, Final Technical  

(Jindal) Report transmitted to the Assistant Secretary of the Army for final review  

  before submission to Congress.   

 


